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Luke 13. 24. 


Strive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate: for many 
( 1 [ay wnto you) will ſeecke to enter iu, and 
ſhall not be able. 


Ur T od Jeſas Chriſt ſaith in 
the 20. of Mat. Many are cal - 
led, but few are choſen: In the 
7. of Matth. Verſe 13. he bids 
bs,Enter in at the ſtrait Gate: 
for it is the wide Gate and broad way that 
jeadeth to deſtruction: many there be that ;-;, ,, 

go ini thereat; becauſe the Gare is ſtrait and p]. 

the way narrow, that leadeth ufro life, and 

few there be that find it. 

In tbis place of mint Luke we rrade of Tu. 13 

a certaine man which came to our @antotir 

Az Chailf 
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Chzift + asked himof purpoſe, whether few 
Ghonld be ſaned, To whom our Load Jeſus 
anſwered thus:Strive to enter in at the ſtrait 
Gate, for many (L ſay unto you) will ſeck to 
enter in, and ſhall not be able. In which an⸗ 
ſwer, albeit our Dauiour doth not anſwer 
directly to his queſtion either negatinely 02 
affirmatinely : vet doth he plainly inſinuate 
by his ſp&ches that few ſhall be ſaued. 
Reuerend regarded in Chziſt Jeſus:this 
is a ſufficient motine whereby our Sauiour 
Chzilt fozewarneth vs, that if we do not in 
time repent, fozſake our ſins, and ſ ke after 
God: both the ancient Chꝛiſtian Fathers, 
(whoſe eiogs ſaw not what wer ſ&, no; 
their eares heard not what we heare) rea, 
the very Heathen alſo ſhall riſe vp in judg- 
ment again vs, Foz it is god counſell 
Which S. Auguſtine gineth, Quid prodeſt fi 
omnia habes, eum tamen qui omnia dedir 
non habere ? What is a man the better 
though he haue all things, and be without 
him which is the anthoz of all things? 

Let none therefoze tumble at it: but if 
any doe, let them remember the charge that 
we bane alſo from God. Oh (ſaith one) con- 
ſiderer periculum meum: He that is diſplea- 
led with me let him confider my _—_ — 

a att 


toHeayen. 3 | 


; C[aith not God fo Jeremy, that he would des Ler. 1.1 
tro him befoze his face,ifhe held his peace? 
Saint Auguſtine ſaith very well: quid tu 
| ſuccenſes mortalisꝰ ſubmiſſione Chriſti mare 
| audit, & tu ſurdus es > O wozm of the earth 
/' Why doſt thou ſtozme: the Des heard and 
bbeied the voice of Chʒiſt:and doſt thou Top 
. thyeares? Mare audit, ventus ceſſat, & tu 
| ſufflas ? The ſea wared calm, the wind was 
til, and doſt thon begin to blaſter and ſwel? 
| Dos not we ſpeak from the mouth of Gode _ 
- dothnotthe Poly Ghoſt giue vs lofty and Tit-r-7- 
| | gloꝛtous titles? as, the @tewards of Gods Cor.. 
} 


owne houſe, diſpoſers of his ſecrets, dil⸗ — 


burſers of his treaſures, k&pers of the Apoc. 3. 7. 
bꝛoad Seale, kepers of the keies of heanen, 24. 
Gods Decretaries, Gods embaſſadozs, An⸗ 2Cor-5-33 } 

gels, pea, the very glozy of Chziſt : and all 
| thistfoerpyeſſe the ercellency of our calling: 
pet the vile varlets and venemous vermine 

of the earth, dare call vs pzoud Pzelates, 

pils Parſons,and pelling Pʒieſts. O mon- 
trous and intolerableimpiecty: J ſpeak fo 
( / al ſezts,not to ſome few of one ſoꝛt. But that 
which herein J ſpeak is not much moze thi 

that of the Apoſtle Paul (as ſome of psur 

| own poets haue ſaid)which is warrantable. Ads. 
Dne thing therefoze deare Chziſtians,let 
423 mie 
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me beg of you ; to wit, that vou would hears 
diligentlo,receine c alouſl v, and judge ſober⸗ 
ly c diſcretle, Non mea verba ſunt, ſed ver- 
— ba vitæ æternæ. Chey axe not my woꝛds, but 
at. 4. the wozds of eternall life. Fos the wozd of 
«kc 8, God hath ſundzy hearers : ſome receine it, 
ſome receine it not. Note the parable of the 
ſiedz the ſ(&@d of the wozd of God when it was 
ſowne, ſome fell by the bigh 'vay fine, ſome 
bpon tony ground, ſome vpon thoznes,and 
ſome in god ground, ec. Bat moze b;iefly 
and ſtrialy.the woꝛd of God hath two ſozts 
of hearers: Elec and Re pꝛobate. The elect 
ſay with Peter: Domine ad quem ibimus ? 
vetba vitæ ęternæ habes : Maſtet to whom 
ohn E. ſhall we goe 2 Thou haſt the woꝛds of eter⸗ 
nall life. The Kepzobate ſap; Durus eſt hc 
ſermo: This is a hard faping,who can hear 
it? can mozfolity put on immoztality 2 can 
this coꝛruption put on tncozruption ? can 
. _. .. Chꝛiſt be God and man: can God beget a 
1-0 Done as of late the Deutl of No2wich deni⸗ 
Mut. lithly ſaid: pea, woʒſe then a Deuil was he: 
fo2 the Denils in the 4 of Luke acknoler⸗ 
Luke 4. ged Chziſt, crying e ſaying thou art c hꝛiſt 
the ſon of God, but this deuill dented C heilt. 
The wozd of God is pꝛeached in vain to 
' many : the hony is loi that is put inta — 
le 


* 


— — 


1. 


deſire, together with your diligent attenti⸗ 


pocrtiſle: we ſay, better in reſpec of euils. 


to Heaven. | * 


ſells of gall: the fiſhis caſt away that is put 
iato dex pœles: and the ſiæd periheth that 
is ſowae vpon the ſand, D. Cyprian lauh, ,,,,;. 
Certe labor irritus eſt, & nullius effectus, of- cont. Dem 
ferre lumen cæco, ſermonẽ ſurdo, ſapientiam 7:48. 1. 
bruto, nã nec ſentire brutus poſſit, nec cæcus F4: 
lamen admittere, nec ſurdus audire: Truly 

it is loſt labour and to no purpoſe, to offer 

light to a blinde man, ſpiach to a deafe man, 
wiſzome ts a groſſe head:\@ing that a grofſe 

head cannot perceine, a blinde man cannot 

ſe, and a deafe man cannot hear: The anci⸗ 

ent Father Origen ſaith, Quãto melius eſſet 
nonnullis omnino non audire vetbum Dei, 

quã audire cum malitia, vel audire cum hy- 
pocriſi: melius autẽ dicimus ad comparatio- 

nem malorum. Pow much better were it foz 

ſome not to hear the wozd of God at al, then 

to heare with malice, oz to hear it with hy⸗ 


Therefoze mp dear 1Bzeth2zen and felloty 
Pꝛiſoners, pour friendly cenſure J humbly 


on, and due regard of the matter enſuing, in 
the opening and ex plication of theſe woꝛds 
of our Saulour Chziſt: wherein J doe a(- 
ſure you, I meddle not at all with any con- 
troner ſtes in the Church:o2 any thing in the 

4 State 
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tate Eccleafticall,but onely enter info a 

controaerfie with Satan and ſinne. It is 

contrived into thz& pꝛincipal heads:where- 

in dur Santour Chꝛiſt declareth how hard 

a thing it is to enter into life, and how few 
| ſhal enter. In the firſt our Loꝛd Jeſus bids 
. 3. 53 vs ſtriue earneſtiy. In the ſecond, he affir- 
meth that the gate is very ſtrait. In the 
third, he ſaith, many which ſeeke to enter in 
ſhall not be able. 

Che particalars that octuere (as many 
there are) they ſhall be touched rather then 
bandledin their place. 

Cap. As touching the firſt head, where he bivs 
vs ſtriue earneſi ly, noting thereby that it is 
a matter of great ſtrife againſt the wozld, 
the Fleſh and the Deuill: and thereloze we 
may rather wonder that any ſhall ve ſaued, 
then ſo few ſhall-be ſaued. Foz we haue all 
the lets and hinderances that may be, both 
within vs, and without vs: we haue (as the 

fay) the Sun, Mone, and ſent᷑ ſtars again 

bs: we haue al the deuils in hell againſt vs, 
8 with all their hoznes, heads, maruetlous 
l ffreagth, infinite wiles, cunning dentces, 
| a&pc lights, and methoticall temptations, 
b Here raues a ſoꝛe ſtreame againſt vs: then 
haue we this pzeſent cuill u old 3 — 


„ 


| 


f 


to Heaven. 


with his innumerable baits, ſnares, nefs, 
ginnes grins, tc. to catch vs, fetter vs, and 
intangle vs. Here we haue both pꝛofits and 
pleaſures, riches and honour, wealth and 
pꝛeferment, ambition 4 cauetouſneſle. Pers 
comes a campe ropallof ſpirituall and inui⸗ 
ſible enemies. Laſtly, we haue our fleſh, 
that is, our cozrupted nature againT vs:ws 
haue aur ſelues againſt our ſelues: Foz we 
our ſelues are as great enemies to our ſal⸗ 
vation, as epther the wozlooz the Deuill: 
Fo2 our vnderſt anding reaſon, will and afs 
fectlons are altogether againit vs. Dar'na- 
turall wiſdome is an enemp to vs: our con- 


; cuptſcence and luſts doe miniſter ſtrength 
ta ſatans temptations, they are all in league 


with Satan againſt vs, they take part 
with him in enery thing agataft vs and our 
ſaluation, they fight all vnder his ffandard 
and reteiue their pay of him. This then 
goeth hard on our ſide that the Denill hath 
an inward party ag ainſt vs, and we carry 
alwates within vs our greateſt enemie, 
which is euer ready night and day 10 
betray vs into the hands of Satan : yea, to 


vubolt the doze to let him in to cut our 


thzoats. Here then we ſ& an buge ariup of 
dꝛeadfull enemies, and a very legion of = 
5 
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nils lying in ambuſh againſt our ſoules: are 

not we theres toze pe welches, in a moſt 
pitiſull caſe, which are thus beſieged and 

betrapet oa cncry fide 2 All things then ons 
ly confizered, map not we fultly marnell 
thai any ſhall be ſancd 2? Foz who ſethnot, 
who kaoweth not, that thouſand thouſands 
are caried headlong o deftraction (without 
the great mercy of Goo) either with the 
femptfations of the wozld, the fleſh, oz the 
Deutil!. But yet further J will ſhe w you by 
other apparent and euident reaſons, that 
the number of Gods Elea vpon the face of 
the earth are very few in co. pariſo; which 


map thus be conſidered : Fic, let there be 


takenaway from amongſt vs the Papifs, 
Atheiſts, and Peretiques ; Secondly, let 
there be ſhaue lled ont, all vicious and noto- 
risus euill liuers, as (wearers, dꝛunkards, 
whozemongers, carnall wozldlings, decet- 
ners, coſeners, p2oud men, rioters, games 
Ters,and the pꝛophane maltitnde. Thirdly 
let there be refafed and ſoztzd out all hypo⸗ 
erifes,carnall Pꝛoteſtauts, vain pzofeſſozs, | 
back-fiders,vdecltners, and cold Chʒiſi ians. 
Let all theſe (Jſay) be ſeparated, and then 
tell me how many ſound, ſincere, faithfnll, 
and zealons wozthippers of God w_ bee 
ound 


j 


E | 


| 


[ 
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| 


to Heaven. 


found amongſt vs: J ſuppoſe we ſhould not 
| need the Art gf Arithmeticke to number 
them: foz J think there would be very few 


in every Uiilage, Town,and City, J doubt 


| they Would walk very thinly in the her tet, ſo 


| 


| t a man might eaſily tell them as ther go. 


Our L od Jeſus asketh a queſtion in the 


Goſpel of Saint Luke, ſaping do you think x... 18.8 


when the Sonne of man commeth that hee 
ſhall finde faith on the earth? to the which 
we may anſwer, ſurely ver little. 

To make it moze clerely manifeſt that 


fe w ſhall be ſaued: in the firſt age of the Gen. 6. 


wo ald, all fleſh had ſo cagrnpted thelr wales 
that God could no longer beare them, buf 
even vowed their deſtruction by sauer flow⸗ 
ing cf waters: when the flood came, haw few 
were found faithfull:? eight perſons were 
onely ſaued by toe Ark. Yow few righteous 
found in Sodom and the Cities adi opning? 
but one pee Lot and his family. Bow few 
bela uerg were found in Jericho: but one 
Rahab. How fein of the old Airaelites ens 
fred into the Land of B2omtie? but two, 
Caleb and Joſhua : the reſt cculd not enter 
in becauſe of vabclefe. The true and inni⸗ 
ſible Chai ch was ſmall,turing the gonerns 
ment of the Judges, as appeareth * 
2 
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x King. 17. ly in that boke, In Elias time the Church 


the Reigne of the Kings of Jirael tt Judah, 
the ſincere wo2ſhippers were very few, as 
appeareth by the complaint of all theP20- 
phets. During the captinity, the Church 


d2inen infs a wilderneſſe where ſhe did hide 
her ſelf, During the perſecutiõ of the Gz&k 
Empire by Gog and Magog, and Egypt, 
they were ſeweſt of all. In Chziſts time, 
with what filly company did he begin with- 
all? Yow were all things cozrupted by the 
Piꝛieſts, ©cribeg, and Phariſtes pzeaching? 


banvzed peares, what an Gclipſe was in 
the Church, during the heigdt of Antichꝛiſts 
reignc? Pow few true wozſhippers ot God 
were in the wozid foz the ſpace of almoſt 
nine hundzed yeares? Since the Goſpell 
| was p2eached and ſpꝛed ab2oad, how few 
lay 53. 2. dg beltæue 8 and as the Pꝛophet Elay ſaith, 
Domine quis credidit audicui noſtro ? Logd 
who hath bel&ened our repozts 2 Thus then 
yon (&, it doch appeare (both by Ocriptare, 
reaſon, and examples of all ages) that the 
namber of the elec is very ſmall, and 
when all comes to all, few ſhalt be ſaned. 
There⸗ 


was ſo ſmall that it did appeare weake. In. 


was as the Penne vnder a Cloud ; ſhe was 


thers were few beleners. After the firſt ſir 


”— 


to Heaven. 


Therefo2e let vs ſtriue earneſtly to goin at 
the ſtrait Gate, foz the (mall number of 
thoſe that ſhall be ſaued ought to thzuſt vs 
ſoz ward to enter in thereat, Ch2ilt ſaith, 
Contendite intrare per anguſtam portam, 
quia multi (dico vebis) ſtudebunt intrare, & 
non poterunt: Striue to enter in at the nar- 


row Gate, foz many ( J ſay vnto yon) will 


ſ@ke to enter in, and ſhall not be able. And 
in another place, he ſaith ; The Gate is 
ſtrait, and the way narrow that leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find ir. It men 
would conſider of this, and try with them⸗ 
lelnes whether they by or that ſmall num⸗ 


ber ozno ; it would make them loke better 


about them. ic. Death thzeatneth vs, who 
is very terrible to ſiech, and the remem⸗ 
bzanceof it verp bitter to a man that is 


| ſowſed,ſoaked,and ſetled in the pleaſures of 


this wozld. It flattereth no man, it regar- 
deth not perſons,it weigheth not friendſhip, 
it careth not foz rewards, it is very grim, 
bgly, and cruell, and killeth downeright 
where it hitteth. Therefoze, Chꝛiſt bids vs 


| — earneſtly, To kait vp this point, ©- 


11 


Luk. 13.24 


Matth. 4. 


ernard ſaith: there is none of vs all which 2. 


ſtandeth not in ned of counſell, pzops, and 
helps, The generall miſery of mankinde is - 


triple, t. 


Serone 7. 


e Adden. 
arm, 
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triple, te. Foz both we are eaſte fo be ſedu⸗ 

ted, and hnable to doe well, and very weake 

to reſiſt. It we w uld diſcerne betwern god 
and cuill we are deteinen : it we goe about 
fo va giod we quickly faint:it᷑ we ende auout 
to reſiſt euill, we cannot endure, but are ca- 
ſiiy onercome. The tyranny and rage of (a- 
tan is vnſpeakable.and bis power mighty: 
the baits of the wozid be innumerable, and 
one fleſh fraile and weake : They are thz& 
deadly enemies to onr ſaſuation, againſt all 

| bet. 5 8. Whom we mut jopntly fight. 

p 9. Sur firft aducriary, the deuill, a roaring 
> I 2. Lyon, rangeth about, ſeking whom he may 
t 10h.5-16 devonre, and inuenteth a thonſaud wates to || 
Gals." enfrap vs, ( bzing vs to eurrlaſ ing ame 
and teſtrncion. Foz aint Paul ſaith, we 
w2eftlenot againſt fleſh and blood, but a- 
gainſt rule, againſi power,agatuſt wozlbiy 
Gonernon-:s of the darkneſſe ofthis wozld, 
. againſt ſpirituall wickedneſſe in all ſpiritu⸗ 
all places. Dut ſetand enemy is the wozid, 
the whole world is altogether ſet on | 
neſſe, there is nothing in the world but the 8 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and thy 
I pet. 2. T1 p2ide of life. 
E be third, our fleſh, our fleſh which rebel / 
leth e luſteth contrary to the ſpirit, aim 
i 


—— —— 


rn 0 


| encrlaſting life? Firſt reũ ſt the Denill and 
Paper, and in the woꝛd. Secondly,be crn- 


ſaith the Apoſtie. Laſtly, chaſliſe thy body 


with watchings, with labour. with fifkings: Tm. 


ned. Let euer man thereſoze kepe his 


to Heaven. 6 13 


luſts fight againſt the ſoule: Here you ſ& 
ww enemies they be to ſalvation. 
Pot then ſhall we drive to enter in at The waice 


ans 
the ſtrait Gate and narrow way leading to ©" — 


he will dye from von. Reſiſt him in faith, in 


cified to the wozgly euen as ſtrangers, which | 
are not of the world. Foz we haue no abt- | 
ding City here: but we ſ@ke one to come, | 


Luke 44 þ 
it is agreat victozy to onerceme the Devil, Gal 6 


a greater to oyercome the world, and the Heb-13. ”; 
greafeſt of all to onercome the fleſh + fleſhlp 0 
vnruly atfedions. To him tha! onereom- | 
meth ſhall be given a crowne : but hee that i 
is overcome ſhall be the continuall bond- 
man of Satan, our vile and cruell enemie. 

Let vs ſo i tiue that we may ouertome: he: Tim. 4, | 
encly that ftriveth lawfullp ſhall be crow- x 


ſtand z tation in all cbedtence any readi⸗ 
neſſe. Stontly mul! we flaht vnder Chziſts 
victozious Banner. Thep are not frifles 
fo which we uU rie: thirefoze let vs not 
ſhzinke no2 cowardly run away: but with 
an inuincible courage in an aſſured bot e of 
vic ozy,. 
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victazy,abide all warlike miſeries ſuſfained 

with the com foꝛzt of that reward: which no 

man ſhal receine valeſſe he Ecine Lawfully,.. | 

No man that putteth his hand fo the plongh 

and lwketh backwards, is wozthy of the 

kingdome of heauen, but he that endureth to 

Mat. 10. the end ſhall be faned, 

Now we ſtriue foz Chꝛiſt, and not fo; 

Antichziſt, fo2 the truth, and not againſt it. 

I I can doe nothing againſt the truth, but for 

t Cor. g. the trutb, ſaith Baint paul: foz the Goſpel, 

and nof ſoz the doc ine of men:foʒ true Re- 

' ligion, not fo2 ſuperſtition muſt we ſtriue. 

; But our ſtriuing foz the moſt part is all as + : 

w and wicked: we ſtriue who map be the 

pʒondeſt, pꝛetending equality; we ſtriue in 

derd foz ſuperioꝛity, neither equall noz ſupe⸗- 

riour can we abide: we ſtrive how to ſup⸗ 

plant and onerth2ow one another:tnup hath 

made men impudent, ſtriuing to vndermine 

| and caſt zowne the walls of innocencp: | 
ſcriuing howto place and diſplace, how to 

diſgrace,and how te bing into fagonr,how = 

to ſet vp and howto thzow downe And in 

ſo doing we ſtrine againſt our ſelues, and i 

fo2 the aduantage of our deadly foes, This 

warre is not Chzitian, this is not to 

firive lawfully : this is not to fight a gud 


fight; 


* 


n — * 
Lad 2 


to Hcaven. 


| fight 3 this vickozy ſhall nof be croloned. | 
l Behold,in a woꝛd, A ſpeake vnto ven all: 
dow many are there among you(a Hame to 
e fpeake it) that ſæke to ſtrim againſt your 
| ſelnes, and follow the example of the multi⸗ 
; 


[ tude: namelp, in (wearing,blaſphemy,cur- 


ſes ſpeaking, railing, backbiting ſlander ing, 
chiding, quar teling, contention, jeſting moc⸗ 
ö king flattering, ping. diſſembling ac. Theſe 
| things doe oner flow in all places, ſo as men 
which feare God had better be any where 
then in company with ſuch men. 
Lactantius Firmianus, ſpeaking of the end 2 | 
of the w221d, ſaith, Si erunr boni, prædæ ac 2. 
F tadibrio habebuntur: If there remaine aug 
ga» men at that tinre,they (hall be counted 
| a pey,aboty,a mocking ſtock. Canſt thou 
not flatter? Canſt thou not lie? Canſt thon 
not play the Bypocrite? Canſt theu not fal- 
low the falhion, and ſerne che tage? Ng, 
then theu art no mat man fo line in this 
wozld: chaſe a few.companions; But J fay 
vnto pon as Neſtor did vnto his childzen, 
pꝛav.faꝛ unleſſe God help vs, we all periſh. 
| Now Þ beſech you bzethzen, and fellows 
* Þ2iſangrs,cuen foz Jeſus Chzilts ſake, doe 
| not as the maltitae doth, which we ler days 
ty befoge gur eyes, fo wallow in wicked⸗ 
5 nelle: 
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neſſe : but kepe your ſelues from the bzoay 
way and wide gate, leading to eaerlaiting 
damnation. 


his ineffable godneſſe, when be aw ibe 
wen kneſſe of dur fleſh by nature pꝛone to 
enili, and thcrefoze vnable to wirhii and the 
Deuill (who is called a Dꝛagon with ſeuen 
heads fo2 his ſubfilty,and ten yozncs tv2 his 
cenelty) euen then moſt louiugly ſhewed an 


NS, ſerue our ſelues from injury, and that ts 
5 - P3aper. At behoucth vsto take it foz onr 


Geudewtius the invaſion of tan. Fv2 as the Lyon (at 
Merul: de the fight of a Cocke) is diſcomfozted, and 
1 at his crowing betaketh himſelfe to his 
| belcs: o doth @atan both Fand in feare 
of a godly man, and flp at his pꝛaper. And 
' Leftant.d: Lactantius noteth, Deuills doe hurt but the 
er. c. 16. faint⸗he ar ted: ſuch as the great and mighty 
| hand of God doth not p2ofec, which are p20- 
} phane from the Sacrament of truth: but the 
juſt, that is, the true wozſhippers of God, 
dee the Deuils feare, 

Let vs valianfly take this weapon in 
9 * hand, and manfully fight with Satan and 
ſinne; let vs try our com bate in the field - 
| the 


Strine earneſtly, The mighty God of * | 


excellent remevy, whrreby we might pze- + 


weapon, that we may ker pe our ſelues from 


| 
| 


beloze, that thoſe men which dos ſach things 
| 83 Gal 


to Heaven. 


the holy Scripfures,lct ds begin fo franerſs 
the way of Gods Comm indements, and . 
” bzeake into theſe wozds, | he afflictions of Rom. 8. 18 


this preſẽt time are not worthy of the glory 
that ſhall be ſhewed unto ns. Let us ſtrivero 


enter in at the ſtrait Gate and narrow way, 


leading to eternall ſalvat ion, to wit, Charity, 
which is the roote and mother of all good 
wor ks: Joy in ſeruing of God, peace 82 trans 
quilutp of mind in the ſtoꝛmis of this wozld, 
patience in aduer ſity:longanimitp in expec⸗ 
ting our reward: bonitp in hurting na mant 


benignity in [werte behauidur: gentleneſſe 


in occeſion giuen of anger: faithfulnefle in 
perfe2mance of ou: pꝛomiſes:modeſty withs 
out arrogancy: contincnep frem all kind of 
wickedneſfſe : chaſtity in cenſerning a purs 
mind in a cleane t vnſpotted body. Againſt 


17 


Gal.5.22, | 


theſe, ſaith Saint Paul, there is no Law? Gu. 5. 20 ; 
Contrartlp, let vs hun and auoid the b2oad 21. 


way and wide Gate leading unto euerlatk⸗ 
ing deſtrudion: Namely, foznication, vn⸗ 
tleanneſſe, wantonneſſe, lechery, idolatrp, 


| poyſonings, enmities, centention, emula⸗ 
tions, wzath, trife, diſſention, (ects, enup, 


mur ver, drunkenneſſe, gluttonę, ę ſach like; 
ef which I fozetell ycu, as J haue told you 


* 
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ſhall neuer obtain the kingdeme of heauen. 


Here then yon ſ&@ how hard a thing it is to 


ſtriue to enter in at the kingdome of heauen, 


and how few ſhall enter; therefoze ſome be⸗ 


cauſe it is difficult to ſtriue, ſtriue not at all. 


But Cb2ift bios vs to ſtriue earneſtly, and 

pꝛomiſeth euer laſting peace and comfozt 
vnto him, contendenti & vincenti, that ſtri⸗ 
neth and onercommeth,ſaying,theugh in the 


10% 16.13 wozld pt haue no peace, but tribulations 


2. Cap. 


and affliaions, vet be of god chere, Ego vici 
mundum,8 omnia in hoc mundo: I haue o⸗ 
nercome the wozld, and all things in this 


Wwo2ld, and therefoze in me pou ſhall haue 


peace eternally. 

In the ſecond head our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt 
affirmeth that the Gate ts very trait, no- 
ting that none can enter in, without vehe⸗ 
ment crow>ing, and almoft bzeaking their 
ſhoulder bones: that is, none can enter inte 


eternall life without vehement ſuit, earneſt 


pꝛaper and ſupplication vato God foz the 
fo2gineneſle of their ſinnes, wꝛonght by the 
ſpirit, in all Chziſttans, with an inward and 


— —— - 
——— — 


trus repentance:and God will direct all thy V. 


wayes, and appoint the how to goe, _ 


hither oz thither as theP2ophet Eſaias ſaith; 
Though the Lordgive thee bread of trouble, 


and 


— — ” — 
— — 


to Heaven. 19 


and the water of affliction and adverſuy, thy Eſay 30. 
raine ſhall be no more ſcant : but thine eies? 
ſhal ſee the rain, yea, and thine ear (hal hear 
the talking ot him that ſpeakes behind thee, 
This is the way, walke therein, turne not 
aſide neither to the right hand noz fo the left. 
Cherefoze, Hoc opus, hic labor, endeauour 
we, and let our chiefeſt care, pea, our grea⸗ 
teſt endeuour be foz the vertne of his grace i 
the antecedent to gloꝛy, both which are his 1 
free gifts. The Lo2d wil giue grate and glo- || 
ry,and no god thing wil he with / hold from 
them that walke vpzightly. 0 
As 3 haue ſhewed pon of ſaad2y lets both , it 
within vs and without vs, which doe kepe i 
vs backe from God, and hold vs faſt in our | 
ſianes: ſo now vnto all that hath bene ſaid 
befoze, J wil lap fozth vnto your view ſenen | 
eſpecial lets t hindꝛances vnto eternall life: 0 
which may not vnfitly be termed ſeuen bars 
out of heauen, and ſeuen gates into hell; and 
thereby you ſhall perceine that the gate 10 
very ſtrait that leadeth vnto life, and few x 
thers be that find if, i 
The firlt, which is infidelity, is pꝛoued —"_ 
ont of the fourth Chapter tothe Hebrowes 7 
where it is thus w2itten : Vnto us was the 
Goſpell preached as unto them: but the 
15 3 word 
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word which they heard profited t hem not, 
becauſe it was not mixt with faith in thoſe 
that heard it. And agame, they could not 
enter in becauſe of vabelefe. Here we (& 
that vnbeltel did bar ont the old people from 
entring inte tze Land of Pzomiſe : which 
was a figure of Gods eternall Ringdome. 
And ſure it is, that the ſame vabelcefe doth 
barre out thonſands of vs. Foz many will 
belene nothing but their owne fantaſtes ; 
they will not bel&ne the Mozd of God, e⸗ 
ſpecially when it is contrarp to their luſts, 
and likings, pzofit ans pleaſures. Though 
things be manifeſtly pꝛoued to their faces, 
and the Chapter # Uzrſe ſhewed vnto them: 
pet will they not bela ue: 02 though they ſay 
they will belæue, vet will they neuer goe 
about the pꝛadiſe of any thing, but reply a⸗ 
gainſt God in all their actions, And (oz the 
molt part when God ſaith one thing, thep 
will either ſap oz doe another: when God 
ſaith yea,they will ſap no and giue 5G D D 
the lye. Dome againe will (av. it all be true 
that the Pꝛeachers ſay, then God helpe vs, 
Chus yon ſe how infivelity both barre men 

ant of heauen and caſt them into hell. 
The ſecond Gate, which is the pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion of Gods mercy : foz if men be ſh ar pip 
| repzoued 


| phecie 


to Heaven. 


repꝛoued fo2 their finnes, and exhozted bntg 


repentance,by & by they taze couert ſaying, 


_ Govis mer -ciful, as though God were made 


of all mercy,'and that there were no juſtice 
in biin at alli thus the wicked make Gods 
mercies an occaſton to ſin, which the Pꝛzo⸗ 
phet Nalum in the firſt Chapter of his pꝛo⸗ 
doth th -rply repzone : The Lord 
{laith he) i» f]--w to anger, but he is great in 
power. and wil not ſurcly clear the wicked. 
Here wes ſe that God will not ſurely ſpare 
ſuch as goe on in their ſinnes pꝛeſuming of 
his mercy, and ſaying in their hearts, Jf A 
may but haue a Load haue mercy bpen mit 
thz& houres bi foze my death, J care not. 
But it is jut with God when thoſe the 
houres come, to ſhut them vp in blindnefſe 
and har dneſſ e of heart, as a juſt plague foz 


their pꝛeſumption. Zhercfoze the Pzophet 


David ſ&ing the gricuoninelle of yis finne, 
pꝛapeth ta be deliuered from it. Keepe me, 
O Lord, from pre ſumptuous ſinnes, let them 
not raigne over me. Let all men therefoze 
fake heede of pꝛeſumptuous finnes, which is 
the onely cauſe that ſinne doth ſo mightily 
abound in our age: and let vs not continue 
in nne, pꝛeſuming of Gods mercy, but 
let vs come vnts God fs2 mercy, while the 
I 4 gates 
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gates ofmercy are opened vnto vs; Foz 
though God be full of merey,. yet will her 


ſhew no mercy fo them that pzeſnme of his + |: 


mercy,but they hall once know to their coft, 
that juſtice goes from him as well as mer- 
cy. Andtherfo2e it may well be called the 
trait Gate fo Beanen, and the wide Gate 
fo hell, 

Let vs come fo the third Gate, which is 
the example of the multitude, foz that doth 
barden and imbolden men vnto ſinne ; As 
when many birds doe flicker and flock toge- 
ther, they fall vpon the net without any 
feare, but one 02 two alone will be afraid. 
Euen ſo the example of many fin-compant- 
ons doe imbolden men to run thzongh the 
ſnares of ſatan without any miſtrult. This 
ts pꝛoued in the 23 of Exodus, where the 
Lo2d faith flatly, Thou (halt not follow a 
maltitude to doevill. This is a thing that 
hindereth a great number from God, foz 
they neuer loke vp vnfo God, oz to his 
woꝛd, but tare vpon the common multitude 
and doing af moſt men, and examples of the 
woꝛzld, thinking that if they do as moſt men 
doe, as their fozcfatherg haue done befo2e 

them. the are cockſure & of an euen ground, 
And herenpon riſcth tgeir denilliſh pꝛonerb. 
Doe 


to Heaven, 


Da as the moſt men do, and the feweſt will 
ſpeake euill of yon, which is a very wicked 
ſpech. But they haue fozgotten Saint Pauls 
Rule, Ne configuremini ſeculo iRo,&c. Fa: 


ſhion not pour ſelnes like vnto this wozld. 


Theſe fellowes that ſtand vpon the multt- 
tude, will reaſon thus, We (@ none of theſe 
great ones of the U0z1d, none of the noble, 
none of the rich, none of the wiſe and pꝛu⸗ 
dent. receine this doctrine, but onelp a felp 
ſhackrags and beggarly raſcals, and there 
foze it is a token that is nothing wozth, 
and that it is doubtfull, and not fo2 vs to 
meddle withall. Loe what thoughts map 
cree pe into our hearts, and how ſlily Satan 
may ti ump in our wap and blindfold vs, 
and lead bs away in the dark by doting and 
doꝛring vs with the crample of the maltt- 
tne. Let vs therefo2e take het of theſe pit⸗ 
fals which Satan lapeth in the way, and 
not be caried away with theſe thoughts and 
reaſons. 

The wicked beare themſelnes in hand, 
 thatthey will win the game, x that the goale 
goeth on their ſtoe, and there is nothing but 
crowing long befoze it be dap, and groat tit- 
umphing among them befsze any ſtroke be 
ricken, and that be cauſe we be but a hand · 
full 
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full ot pespic, and they a great multitude: 
and that in a manner the whole wozld a- 
gre&th with them to pꝛadice our death. Thus 
the denill doth caſt a miſt befoze their eies, 
and leads them away from the ſtrait Gate 
fo Heauen, and bzings them into the b2oad 
way which leadeth them to the bott omeleſſe 
pit of Hell. Therefoze my deare Bꝛethzen, 
let vs ſtand faſt in the Wl o2d of the Lo2d, 
and take h@d of bending with the way that 
we bis not carryed away, 62 bowed quite 
downe with the raging treame of the mul⸗ 
titude, fo2 the {way of the woꝛlo doth weigh 
downs all things that can be ſpoken out sf 
the Wozd of God, and openeth a very wide 
paſſ ige into hell. 

Now let vs p2oc&d fo the fourth Gate 
into hell, which is the long cult ome of ln, 
fo; that taketh away all ſenſe and feling of 
ſinne, and maketh it as it were another na⸗ 
ture vato vs. ſo that we map as well aller 
nature as ſhake it off, when it is thus ſolde- 
red vuto vs th2ongh long cuſtame : this ts 
noted by the P2ophet Jeremy to be a very 
dangerous thing. Foz he ſaith, Can the 
Black Moore change his skin, or the Leo- 
pard his ſpots? then may ye alſo doe good 
which are accuſtomed to do evill. Here the 
Prophet 


— 


to Heaven. 
Prophet effirmeth, that it is as hard fo 


o2 to remedy a ſinne that hath beene hatched 


nd b;onght vp with vs, as to wach a black- 
$Po2e white, os to change the ſpots of a K es⸗ 
pard, which cannot be without the deſtroy- 
ing ol nature. And inrely try it who will he 
ſhall finde it as hard a watter to leane an 
old cuſtome, whether it be of [wearing gas 


[= an old diſeaſe that is bꝛed in the bone, 


| ming, lying, whozing, euill company,02 any 


other ſin, as to waſh an Ethiopian. Theres 
foze it is wꝛitten, Prov. 27. Though thou 
ſhouldeſt bray a foole in a morter among 
Wheat brayed with a peſtle, yet will not his 


| foolithnes depart from him: @o that as long 


as we are in cuſtome wath ſin ie, the doe of 
Yeanen is barr:d bp ag inſt vs. 

Nu let vs heare of the ft Gate, which 
is the long eſcaping of punichmenk, this is 
fnoucyed by tre Miſe man in tyeie words, 
Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 
executed ſpeedily, therfore the hearts of the 
children ot men, have ſet them to doeevill. 
M here he ſheweth that one canſe why men 
are ſo hordenes in their ſi e, is becauſe God 
'winketh af them, and lettcth them alone, 


not puniſhing them imme iatelp af er they 


baue ſinned, Foz if Sed ſhonid fozihw:th 


| Arike 
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bꝛimſtone bpon another, and cauſe the earth 
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which hath a long time eſcaped both pꝛiſon 
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ffrike downe one, and raine downe fire any 


to ſwallow vp the third, then men would 
feafe ind&d:but God taketh not that conrſe, 
fo2 though he m&t with ſome in this life, yet 
be lets thouſands eſcape, and that maketh 
them moꝛe bold, thinking they ſhall neuer 
come to their anſwer. Euen as an old thæfe 


3 TOP. — 
N * 


anz gallows, thinks he ſhal alwaies eſcape, 

and therefoze goeth on boldly in his thefts, 

But let them take herd, foz ag the Pzonerbe 

ſaith, Though the pitcher goes long to the 

well, vet at laſt it comes b2oken home: D 

though men eſcape long vnpuniſhed foz ſin, 
pet ſhall they not alw aies be fred: foz there 

wil come a day ofreuenge, a day that wil pay 

them home foz all. Thus you ſæ that im- 

punity leadeth numbers to deſtrudion: that 
is, when men are let alone, and not ſmitten 
by the hand of God, noz puniſht by Law of 
the Magiſtrate. 

The ſixt Gate is the beholding of other 
mens d&ds:fozwhen ſome men that haue led 
a wicked and vngracidus life, and haue berg 
notoꝛious ſinners enen to. the woꝛld - ward, 
ſo that euer man conld point at them, it vp⸗ 
on their deathbed ther ſay a few god words 

and 


A 


to Heaven. 


and cry God mercy, and ſay their pꝛapers, 
and fozgine all the wozld, and ſa die quietly, 
it is marueilous to hear how the falith peo⸗ 
ple of the woꝛld will exalt them, and juſtiffe 
them,ſaying: Þe made a very god end as a- 
ny man could make, and died as quietly as a 
Lambe, and ſet all things in god oꝛder be- 


" foze he died. Perenpon another wicked and 


monſtrous varlet is inconraged fo fin: foz, 
thinketh he, ſuch a man lined as wickedly 
and looſely as J, oꝛ any man elſe, and pet he 
made a very god end, and why may not 3 
doe ſo to e But alas theſe mens epes are 
bleared, fo2 te dye quictly is not to dye god- 


. Iy;ts cry God mercy fo} faſhton ſake, is not 


te have God mercilull, to ſay a few pzayers 
with the teeth outward, is not to dye in the 
faith of Chꝛiſt, toꝛ many do this, and vet dye 
miſerably. 

Che laſt Gate is hope of long life:thists 


- effirmed by our Lozd concerning the rich 


wozldling, who when he felt the woꝛld come 
in vpon him, with full ſream, ſaid he would 
pull down his barnes and brild greater, and 
ſap to his ſeule, Soule, habes multa bona re- 
poſita in annos multos, requieſce, comede, 
bibe, oblectare: Thon haſt much gos lata 
vp foz many veares, line at eaſe, eat, dzink, 
aͤnd 
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and take thy paſtime, But our Tautour cala 
dim fle fo2 fl ttering bimſelfe in ſecurity, 
and pꝛomiſtug to himſelte long life: moe» I 
one”, he plainly telleth him that the (ame | t 
night he ſhould make an hellth r miſcrable | } 
end. Note J pꝛay you how Jeſus Chztit the | 1 


} fountaine of all wiſdome,calleth this man a 
fole and pteldeth a reaſon thereof, to wit, be⸗ 
can'e he gathereth riches to himſelle, z was 

not rich in God, he had great care foz this 
| life, and none at al foz that which is to come. 
| So then it followech,that all ſuch are mere 
| ka les inded ⁊ may be chꝛonicled fog fwles 
x (howſoener they be taken and teputed in the 
. wozlo ) which haue much care fo2 their bo⸗ 
| dies and none foꝛ their ſoule, great care foz 
this life, and none at all fo2 that which is to 
come. Mel, let all ſuch ptophane woꝛldlings 
as dzeame and dotc of long life (and there- 
foze defer the dap of their repenfance vnto 
God) taks h&d by this mans example that 
they reckon not without their Boſt, and be 
ſatdenly ſnatcht away in the midſt of all 
their pleaſures and jollitte, as Job ſaith, |; 
1 Some dye in their full ſtrength being in all \ 
1 eaſe and pgoſpcrity, their bzeſts are full of 
}! marrow. Me ſ& therefoze how dangerous 
a thing it is foz men to flatter and (ath vp 
themſelues 


| theanſelues with hope of a long life, Ely 2.4: MM 
Via arctiſſima, the wayts very ſtrait, my Mich. 2.3. 
little flock (peak thus one to another: Come . lading. 
let vs goe vp tothe mountaine of the Loꝛd, „ bn 
to the houſe of the God of jacob: Et doce- che viüble 
bit nos vias ſuas: and he will teach vs his Churck 
waies, and we will walke in his paths, foz hen was. 
we will no longer follow the multitude, noz 
walke in the wates of the wicked, but woc 
will viſit the true Church whereas the peo⸗ 
ple are taught by Gods pure Wozd, The | 
Pꝛophet Hoſeas ſaith: the waies of the vow we. | 
Lozd are ſtrait, and the juſt ſhall walke ia cy. alt. ver. 
them: but the wicked ſhall fail therein. 0 7 
ſaith the Pzophet David. The Þcriptares Pal. 119. 
are a guide foz our fit. Da ſaith the old Fa- 
ther Origen, Clauſum eſt negligentibus, in- og EA 
venicur quzrentibus. At is ſhut from the 40.5. 
negligent: bat it is open to them that ſ@ke 
and knock fog it. &. Clemens Alexandrinus 
ſaith alſo, Audite quieltis longe, audite qui 
prope: nullis celatum eſt verbum, lux eſt cõ- 
munis, omnibus illaceſcit hominibu>:nullus 
eſt in verbo cimerius, feſtinemus ad ſalutem, 
ö ad regenerationem: Harken y& that be far | 
” eff, hacken yon that be ne ar, the wd of God | 
is hid from no man, it is a light common fo | 
all men, there is no darknes in Gods wozd: 
let 
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let vs make haſte to ſaluation to regenera⸗ 
tion. Fulgentius waiteth, In aan abun- 
r. dat & quod robuſtus comedat, 
parvulus ſugat: In the Scriptures of God, 
there is plenty (ufictent,both foz the f reng 
to tate, and the little ons to ſucke. So ſaith 
Irenzas,Scripturz in aperto ſur t, & fine am- 
biguitate, & ſimiliter ab omnibus audiri poſ- 


ſunt: The @cripfures are plaine, and with⸗ 


ont daubtſulneſſe, and may be heard indiffe⸗ 
rently of all men. ſaith Chry ſoſt: Omnia 
clara & plana ſunt in dcripturis div inis, quę- 


cunque neceſiaria,maniteſta ſunt; Whatſoes | 


ner thing is necefary fo2 vs is allwates ma⸗ 
niſeſt. 
S. Ierome, in Pfal 86. s to conclude, (aith 


SE Gregory. It is a ſtreame wherein the littie 


Klevate 


po. t er- 
malcs. 


li ous Land may wade, and the great Elephants 
5 23. 


may ſ mia Thereſozeliftvp your h a2o ye 
gates, and lift vp pour ſelues van euer laſt ing 
does, and the King of glezy ſhall come in. 
Faz the Loꝛd hath choſen Won, and louet h 

ts dell in it, ſaping. This is my reſt fo; e- 
ner, here will A dwell, fo2 3 hane à delight 
therein, Pſal. 132 13,14. 

Lat ie, our Sauiaur Chꝛiſt caith,that mas 
ny that ſ&ke to enter tn (hall not be able: 
— thereby that euen of them that ſ@ke, 
maayp 


& quod” 


foo ſaith Epiphanius lib. 2. Wo ſaith | 


Ss. 


to Heaven. g1 if 


many ch all ſtep choꝛt, becauſe thep ſ@k him | 
not aright-Efaias ſaith alſo, Ercept the Loꝛd 
of hoſts had left vs a ſ&d, we had hin as Sv xc, c.,. 
dom, t like to Gomozrah. The Apoſſ le al- 
leageth out of the Þzophets, that the L050 
will make a ſhozt account in the earth, and Nm 29. 
gather it into a ſhozt ſumme with righteonſ- 
4 neſſe, The Pzophet Amos giueth god coun- | 
| fell, ſaytug: erk the Lozd and ye ſhall line : Amo. 514 
{| ſ@ke god and not enill: hate the enill; and | 
lone the good, and eſtabliſh judgement in the 
Gate. It may be that the L oʒd of hoſts will 
be mercifull bato the remnant of loſeph. 
| The reaſon why many which ſ@ke fo en⸗ 
ter iato eternall life ſhal not be able, is: God 
hath appointed vnto euerꝝ man that lircth 
in the Church a certain time of repentance 
and comming to Thzift, and he which mil⸗ 
ſpendeth that time, and is not made Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an then, can neuer be ſlaned. This made dur 
Santour Chꝛziſt to wer pe foz Jeruſalem; 
and ſap:Oh it thou hadſt known at the leaſt 
in this thy day, thoſe things which belong Verſe 44. 
to thy peace: but now are they hidden from | 
1 „thine eyes. And he further ſigniſteth the de⸗ 
truction of Jeruſalem: becauſe the knew 4 
not the time of her viſitation. Mere we learn Lale 9.24 | 
that thenegle&ing of this time is ove cauſe, ; 
why not one oz two, but __ ſhall ſ&ke fo | 
| | 


— — 


entet 


Nine 
things re- 


quired, 
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enter into the kingdome of heauen, and y& 
(hall not be able. It is a marnellons thing 
that they which ſerke to be ſaned ſhould pe , | , 
riſh: bat the fault is theirs, which ſ@k when 
it is to late. | 

There are nine things required of al that 
all be ſaued by Chzif. 

1 Me muſt be a new creature, 1 Cor. 5. 17. 

2 Pe mult line, not after the luſts of men, 
but alter the will of God, 1 Pet. 4.2. 

3 Me malt be zealons of god wozkes, 
Tit. 2.4. 

4 Me mult die to ſinne and line fo righte- 
onineſſe, Rom. 6.14. 5 | 
5 He muft be holy c vnblamable, Col. 2.6. 

6 Ye mull ſo walke as Chzift hath wal- 
ked,John 2.5. 

7 Me mult crucifie the fleſh with the affe- 
dions and luſts, Gal. 5.24. 

8 Me muſt walke, not after the fleſh,bat 
aller the Spirit, Rom. 8S. . 

Latt᷑ of all, he muſt ſerue G od in holines 
and righteonfnefſe all the dayes ol his life, 
Luke 1.75. | 
It theſe things be in you in ſome meaſurs 
of truth, then your hope is currant, ſound, 
and good, other wiſe it is nothing wozth. Foz 

in vain do men ſax they hope ts be ſaued by 
Chzilt, when as they walke wickedly and 
diſſolately ; 


to Heaven. 


diCColateiy e the reaſon hereof is, becauſe ths 
members mult be ſutable to the head: But 


Chꝛiſt our head is holy, therefoze we his 
members mult be holy alſo:as it is witten: 


Be holy, for I am holy. Other wile if we 1 Pet. 1. Ic 


will jopn p2ophane and bnholy members to 
our holy head Chꝛiſt. then we make Chaiſt 
a monſter: as if we ſhould joyne (wearers, 
dzunkards, whozemongers,and ſuch like, to 
be the members of Chiſt, t to haue life and 
ſaluation by him. Put the caſe is far other⸗ 
wiſe; Foꝛ firſt of all, befoze aChziſttan can 
come to haue an inward fee ling and true vn- 
dert anding of theſe things, there are fine o- 
ther ſpeciall things, ts be required of euer 
true Chziſttan which liueth in the Church. 
Firtt, the ackaowledgment of ins com- 
mitted againſt the Law of the Lozd. . 

Secondly,the acknowledgement of Gaps 
angry countenance to be molt juſtly bent a⸗ 
gainſt him fo2 his ſins. 

Thirdly, an inward ſozrow and paine of 
the heart and ſonle f63 fin. 

But here we are molt warilp fo take h&@d 
that we content not our ſelnes with theſe 
H:& fozmer points, fo2 if we doe, the vileſt 
firebzands in hell, ludas, Pharo, Saul, Herod, 
Achitophel,t ſuch like, hall go befoze v5,02 


be our equals,in the pzofeſſis W 
C 2 There- 


Tim. 2.5 
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There are tw3 manner of repenfances, 
the one, a trne repentance fo life: the other a 
falſe repentance to death: as we may ſ& by 
Iudas, who is ſaid to haue repented,+ which 
is moꝛe, to haue confefſed his fault, $ which 
is molt of all, to haue made reſtitution: and 
pet it is a falſe repentance ; and why? be- 
cauſe it ſpʒang not of a true faith, but as be- 
foze. Peter repented and wept bitterly, and 
was ſaued thereby, though hee neuer made 
confeſſion noꝛ ſatiſfadion:and why: becauſe 
it ſpꝛang of a true andlinely faith in Chʒiſt. 

Quid ergo eſt? What is it then that is re- 
quired at our hands e theſe two things ſab- 
ſequent moſt chiefly and pꝛincipally, which 
may be wel called Ultima & ſumma, the laſt 
and higheſt of all: that is, a perfed hatred, 
loathing and deteſting of nne. Foz ſuch 
onely begin fs ceaſe from ſinne. 

Laſtlp, the acknowledgement of the mer⸗ 
cp of God offered in that one Redeemer and 
only Mediatoz betw&ne Ged and man, the 
man Chꝛiſt Jeſus, with a full perſwaſton of 
the heart, a ſure confidence of an aſſured reſt 


of conſtience grounded bpon the pꝛomiſe ok | 


Gods mercy,that we ſhal be fr&ly accepted 
with God in Chꝛiſt: foz that, 

Firſt our finnes are purged in his bled, 
2 John 1.2. Eſay 53. 


Secondly, , 


© 
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Secondly, his righteouſneſſe is impuled 
vnto vs. Rom. 4. 1. x Cor. f. 30. 

The Fathers loken foz none other righ⸗ 
tecuſnes then this righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt:as 
the Apoſtle Paul pzoneth ſufficientlꝑ by that 
one erample of Abraham, who is ſatd to reſt 
bim'eife bpan that righteouſneſle of faith, 
which is the righteouſnes which G od gineth 
vs in Chꝛiſt appꝛehended by faith onelp. 


The Apoſtle S. Peter who fell moſt dans 1 Pet. 18. 
gerouſlę, comfozted himſelfe with this righ⸗ 


tcouſneſſe, and all men that will belene his 
doctrine, affirming that we cannot be ſaved 


with filver or gold, but with the precious 


blood of ſeſus Chrilt,as of a lamb undefiled. 

Here then we ler what is required of all 
that hall be ſaned by Chꝛiſt: which things, 
if we doe bel ue with a linely faith planted 
and grounded bpon the (are pꝛomiſes of 
Gods mercy offered vnto vs in Chꝛiſt, and 
not Danbting thereof, but with all diligence 
ker pe and perfozme the pꝛomiſes afozeſatd, 
then we ſhall be aſſuredto enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, andnarrow way leading vnto 


| | efernall life. Saluation is the gift of God, 


which he frely beſtoweth vpon all that lk 


him aright. This is eternall life to know Ihn 17.4 


the Father and him whom he hath ſent, Je⸗ 
(ns Chʒiſt. Me muſt ſ&@ke God aright. 
C 3 But 


| 


| 


36 The Strait Gate 


Joh. 14.15 But ſome perhaps will ſay, how ſhall wis 
fſteke him aright 2 J anſwer, Dilige Deum, 1 
& mandata ejus obſerva: Leue God, and kp , |, i 
his Commandements. Yereby ſhal all men t 
{ 
t 
| 
| 


know that you ſ@ke him as yon ought. S. 
Augultine ſpeaking of thts matter,ſaith,Da 
amantem & ſentit quid dico, fi ante frigido 
loquor, neſcit quid loquor: Giue me a man 
that is in lone with Goo, and he ſeeth this to 
be true which J ſay, but if J talk to a cold 
Chꝛiſtian, he vnderffandeth not what I ſay, 

And this is the cauſe why Chꝛiſt talking 
of the keping his Commandements, repea⸗ 
teth ſo often this wozd lone, as the ſureſt 
caaſe ofkeping the ſame: foz want whereof 
in the wozld,the woꝛld kepeth them not, as 
there he heweth. If ye love me keepe my 
oh. 14. Commandements. Again, He that hath my 
9.13-15. Commandements and keepeth them, he is 
| he that loveth me. And againe, Hee which 
loveth me will keep my Commandements. 
Ser what S. Auguſtine erhozts vs vnte; 
Amn amorem illius: Lone this his lone: e 
fal. 32. 25 deſerues and requires loue.O love the Lord, 
al 7 5. 10 (alth the Pꝛophet David, all his Saints. Jf no 
loue, no Saiuts: and pet not true lone vnleſſe 
faith: pe that loue the Lo3d ſ@ that you hate 
euill and doe god, ſ&k the Loꝛd and pe ſhall 
line foz enermoze. 


Can 


Ll 


vid longed foz this joy, as appeareth in his 


| 


| chilozen then eternalllife? who is the effict- 
| ent cauſe ot ſaluation by the woꝛking of the 


: 


| dothnot onely ſpeak within vs, but allo per» Rom. 8. 16 


to Heaven. 
Can God betow better things vpon his 


Bolp Ghoſt in the hearts of his chilozen, 
th2ough faith in Chꝛiſt Jeſus. Foz kaith is 
the teſtimony of Gods Spirit, which Spirit 


ſwaveth vs of the god grace of God, fo- 
wards vs, by arguments dzawne from our 
fre redemption in Chztlt, 
Laſtly the ſame ſpirit moztifieth fin in vs, 
and quickneth our moztall bodies to bzing, _. 
fozth moſt ſwet x pleaſant fruits vato God, Gal 5 27 
This b2&deth that inward ſolace,foy and | 
peace which the mind and conſcience hath 
with God, becauſe it is freed from the bon- 
dage of lune, the ctirſe of the Law,tc. and 
reſtoꝛed fo grace againe. 

This joy and ſolace of a god conſcience, 
the Apoſtle calleth the Kingdome of God, 
Rom. 14.17. And an eſpeciall fruit of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Gal. 5. 22. Anda ſure conſequent po .. .-.: 
of our juſtification by faith, Rom 5.1. And | 
the child of God in all his troubles comfoꝛ⸗ 
teth himſelle therewith as with a feaſt. Da- 


earneſt pꝛaper foz it,where he cryeth ſaying, 
Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, & ſta- Pfg. 51 72 


blith me with thy free ſpirit. Manꝑ which 
C 4 ſerke 


at. 3.8. 
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ſ&ke to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, ſhall not 
be able. Wherefoze thou ſecure woZlaling, 
thy conſcience telleth the that then haſt not 
pet ſonght the Loꝛd aright;thonhaſt not pet 
repented, and thou art not yet alinely mem⸗ 
ber of Jeſa*Chzilt. And further thon know⸗ 
eff, that howſoener thou art alive at thts 
time, pet thou haſt no leaſe of thy life. God 
may call the fozth of the wozld the next 
reare,the next houre:pea, he may i rike thee 
with a ſudden death at this very pꝛeſent. 
And in vcry truth, it thou goeſt fozth of this 
wozld being no re pentant inner, thou goeſt 
damned to hell. Therfoze delay not one mi⸗ 
nute of an houre longer, but with all ſpiede 
repent and turne vnto God, and bꝛing koꝛth 
fruits wozthy amendment of life, that al thy 
ſinnes may be dane wap, when the day of 
death oz the day of judgement ſhall be. And 
doe not thinke with thy ſelle it Gall be ſaffi- 
cient to defer thy turning vato God till thy 
laſt day, fo; late repentance is ſeldome true 
repentance. And he which continneth long 
in any ſin, is in a dangerous caſe. It a man 
lye long ſicke in anyviſeaſe, he will ſcarce 
recouer his fozmer health: and he which is 
growne in the cuſtoms of any ſinne, and the 
in is become ripe in him, it is a thouſand fo 


n. 1. 75. one he is neuer ſaned, accozving to that of 


Saint 


A 


1 


| 


| 


„map befall vs, We may periſh ſuzdenly by 


to Heaven. 


Saint James; fin being perfected bringeth 
forth death, 

Let vs therefoze without any delay re- r 
pent and turne vnto God: fo2 if we liue in 
this wozld, not being true Chziſttans, we 
are far move vile than the baſeſt creatures 
of all, euen the dog 02 toad. Fo2 firſt we are 
nothing elſe but a filthy dunghill of all abo- Rom 8.1 
mination 4 vncleanneffe, the ſ ink whercof 
bath infected heauen end earth, and no per⸗ 
funtes could cuer allay it in the noſtrils of 
God, but onely the ſutfet fag of Chꝛiſt being 
a ſacrifice of a ſwwote ſmeliing ſagourto Eon; 
Gov. We make it very dainty to come nter 
a lazar man ſull of botches, blaines and 
ſoares,but much moꝛe are theſe men fo be 
abhszred which heue lycn many yeares 
ſfarke deed in ſinnes and treſpaſſes : and 
therefoze now do nothing cle but rat x ſtink © 
in them like vgly loathſame carrions. 

Againe, if we liue as ſecure woꝛldlings 
carnall Goſpellers, and not as true Chꝛʒiſti⸗ 
ans. we are in danger of all the judgements 
ok God, lo that euer moment ſome of them 


2.1. 


water, with the old wozld; we may be conſu⸗ 
med with fire and bzimfone with Sedeme 
and Gomezrah:we may be ſwallowed bp of 
the earth with Corah, Dathan,and Abiram, 
we 


f 
4 
+ 
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we may hang our ſelues with judis, we may 
haue our bzatnes daſh?d out againſt the 
ground, and be eaten vp of dogs with Teſebel, 
we map die in hardnes of heart with Phara- 
oh, we mar deſpaire with Cain and Iudas, 
we may be ſtricken with ſudden death with 
Ananias and Saphira his wife: we may be 
eaten of woꝛmes with Herod, e may be 
ſmitten that we cannot heare Gods woꝛd 
with Felix, w may void our. guts at the 
ſtole with Arrius, we may cry at our death 
that we are damned with Latomus, we map 
be left vato our ſelues fo mocke, blaſpheme, 
and renounce Chꝛiſt with Iulian the apoſta- 
fa, and we may ſuffer many moze fearefull 


| fadgements, whereof the Lozd hath great 


ffoz2, and tend to the confounding of them 
that will not be humbled vnder his hand: 
Contrariwiſe,the true Chꝛiſtiã is ſo far out 
of the reach ef Gods judgements, that they 
cannot hurt him. Chzilt is a conering and a 
cloud vnto the againſt the heat and tempeſt 
of Gads judgement, when a mans heart is 
ſpzinkled with the blodof this immaculate 
lamb,all the plagues of God paſſe auer him. 
In the deſtruction of Aeraſalem the righte- 
ons beare a mark in their fozehead and are 
ſaued. Therefoze let him that regards his 
owne faf:ty become a Chziſtian. | 
Now 


_ — — — ——— 
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Now becauſe you ſe that there be many 

ſtrong bars and ſtops ont of hrauen, and a 
| very wide pafCage vnt9 hell, the beit counſel 

therefoze J can giue you, if it were foz my 
life, is to be much ererciied in the wozd of 
God, both in the hearing, reading, and medi⸗ 
tation thereof, g alſo to purchaſe vno pour 
ſelnes the ſincere mimfirp of the Goſpell, x 
to make con'cicnce to liue vnder it, eſtœ⸗ 
ming pour ſclnes happy if pon haue it, 
though peu want all other things: a vnhap⸗ 
py if pot haue it not, though you bane all o⸗ 
ther things. Fo2 it is a pereleile pearl, and 
an incomparable Jewell :foꝛ the purchaſing 

| whercof we are adniſed by our Loꝛzd Jeſus 

to ſell all that we haue, ratłer then to goe 

without it. Again, our Saniour Chꝛiſt gi- 

ueth the ſame counſetl to the Church of Laos 

dicea, in theſe woꝛds: J counſell the to buy Apoc. 3.25 

of me gold tryed by the fire, that thou map⸗ 

eſt be rich. and white rapment that thou 

maieſt be cloathed, and that thy filthy naked⸗ 

neſſe dee not appeare : and anoint thine 

eye with eye-ſalae, that thou mapeſt ſe& 2 
) where you ſ& the wozd of God is compared 

to moſt pꝛecious gold, whereby we are made 
ſpirituallp rich: and to glittering attire, 
wherewith our naked ſoules are cloathed, 
and fo an eꝑe⸗ſalue wherewith our \ mow 

a 


Zach.g.4. . 


Mat. 13.40 


* 
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all blindneſſe is cured. Ne are aduertiſed 
alſo by Jeſus Chzift, whoſe counſell is euer 
the beſt, that we ſhould buy thoſe things, 
whatſoener they coſt vs. The ſame counſell 
Pro. 23. 23. Alſogineth wiſe Solomon, faying ; Gny the 
truth. but ſell it not. So then we ſe the conn - 
ſell which herein J gtne the is not mine 
obne, but the counſell of Jeſus Chꝛiſt him⸗ 
felfe, and Solomon the wiſe: Ego ſiqdenter 
dico: I ſpeake boldly:and who can oz who 
dare ſpeake againſt their ceunſell: 
Nobo as I haue aduiſed vou to be much ex⸗ 
erciſed in the hearing, reading, & meditation 


- ceffity frequent pꝛeaching of the Mozd, the 
ſoumd pꝛeaching the Goſpell : which is the 
chiefeft and moſt pzincipall meanes which 
God hath ozdained and ſancified, foz the 
ſauing of mens ſcules : as it is plainely ſet 
dolpn. M hen the moꝛld ( by wiſdome)knew 

x Cor.1+ Hot God, in the wiſedome of God, it pleaſed 
an God by the folihneTe of pꝛeaching to ſane 


indeed ts confirmed by heartug. reading, me⸗ 
ditatlon in the woꝛd, pꝛaxer, c. as it is wꝛit⸗ 
Nero. rg. ken. Pow ſhall they call on him, in whom 


they haue not belæ ned ? and how ſhall they 
be let us 


of Gods wozd, which is indeed god, pꝛo⸗ 
fifable andneceſſary : yet you muſt of ne- ' 


them that bel&@ne ; fo2 the wozd pꝛeached is 
the oz5inary meanes to woꝛke faith, which 


n — 


| 
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A 
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belteue in him whom they heue not heard ? 
tho ſhall they heare withcut a Pꝛeacher⸗ | 
Foz that Ninive repentcd at the pzeaching | 
of Ionas. It was thercefoze the woꝛd of the 
1.02d pꝛeached by the Miniſterp of Nathan, 
that was the inſtrumen tall cauſe of King 
Davids hearty repentance,as Samuel recoz: * * 
ted it, and he confeſſeth it in the 5 1 Plal. 
Mere then you ſee, that the chieſeſt and 
moſt p2zincipall means which God hath oz⸗ 
daineꝛ and ſanctified foz the ſauing of ſouls, 
is the woꝛd of God pzeached, and faith is 
thereby increaſed and w2ought in the hearts | 
of the hearers: As Saint Paul ſaith; Faith is Ko. 10. 14. 
wrought by the word of God preached. 
Faith doth not 8nely heare the wozd,re- 
ct iue the wozd, vnder ſt and the woꝛd, re jopce 
in the woꝛd, loz thas farre many hypocrites 
haue gone in the pꝛoleſſion of faith, as aps Mar. 13. 20 
peareth by the ſeede ſotone in the tony 1 
ground, he heareth the woꝛd, & incontinent⸗ 
ly with jop receiueth it, vet he bath no rot in 
himſelfe, and dureth but foꝛ a ſeaſon, fog as 
ſ@n as tribulation oz perſecution commeth 
becanſe of the woꝛd, by and by he is offended. 
But faith alſo openeth the moft ſecret part 
of the heart,+ therein hideth the woꝛd of God 
as a molt pꝛecious jewel in a treaſure hcuſe 
foz the good vſes which God hath * 
And 


12. 
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And of this keeping of the woꝛd in the ſecret 
of the heart,theſe places doe teſt ifle, 

I. Prov. 4. 10. My ſonne hearken unto my, | 
words, encline thine eare unto-my ſayings : 
let them not depart from thine eies, but keep 
them in the midſt of thine heart. 

2. Plal. 119.11. hid thy promiſes in mine 

heart that I might not ſinne againſt thee, 

Pſal. 51. Be hold thou loveſt truth in the 
inward affections, therfore haſt thou taught 
me wiſdome in the ſecret of my heart. 

Luk. z. 19. But Mary kept all theſe ſayings 
and pondred them in her heart. Againe, 
verſe 52, His Mother kept all theſe ſayings 
in her heart. [| 

Foz if the woꝛd of God be not wel wzap- 
ped in the heart, it ſhall (one be vnconered, 
deſcryed and denoured of ſome adyerſary,oz 
ſome entll werd will grow therewithall and 
choake it,as appeareth in the enill hearers, 
who are compared to the ſ@de which was 
ſowed among tho2ns. He heareth the wozd, 
but the care of the wozld, and the deceitlul⸗ 
nelle of riches choake the wozd, and he is 
made vnkruitfull. 11 | 

But the {mmoztall and encrlaſling ſæd 
which was ſowed in the good ground, was 
ſod&ply roted inthe heart of B. leremie, 
that he cryed ont againſt ſuch euill hearers, 
ſaying, 
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to Heaven. 


ſaying, His word was in my heart as a bur- Ier. 20.9, i 


ning fire ſhut up in my bones: & I was wea- 


ry with forbearing,and I could not ſtay, for 


I had heard thc rayling of many,and fear on 
every ſide: And Cha.2 3.9. Mine heart brea- 
kethwithin me becaule of the Prophets, all 
my bones ſhake. I am like a drunken man, 
and like a man whom wine hath overcome: 
for the preſence of the Lord, and for his holy 
words : ver.29. Is not my word like fire 
(ſaith the Lo2d) and like a hammer that 
breaketh the hard ſtones? 

Now dearely belcned,this doctrine which 
I teach ycn,is not mine otone, it is the doc⸗ 
trine of Jeſns Ch2if, which connerteth the 
ſonle,which teacheth the woꝛd of God truly, 
t guldeth the heart of euery true Ch:ifli- 
an, the plain mans path-way in at the ſfrait 
gate, leading to encrlaſting ſaluation. 

Awake thou therefoze that lle peſt in the 
bed of ſinne, and make thy flintp heart to 
bled and ſhed rivers of teares bitimes, in 
bewatling of thy ns: be heartily ſozry foz 
them, and ſtand vp from the dead, and Chꝛiſt 
hall giue the light: open thine heart with- 
ont any further delay to reg Chit, and 
then he will come and bind? Ig man 
Satan, and call him cut, a nthg 
bimſelfe, Then the gates of Þ 1 

de 


| of | The Strait Gate i 
5 pꝛenalle ag ainſt tl : thin ſhalt thou enter 
Lvith Chziſt in at the ſtrait gate and narrow 387 
way which leadeth vnto eternall life, and 
there dwell with him ſoz euer. 9 
— Open therefore unto us, O Lord, the gates 
pala 18. Of righteonſneſſe, that we may go into them 
19. 20. and praiſe thy holy name. This is the gate 
of the Loꝛd, the righteous ſhall enter into it 
and pꝛaiſe him foz enermoꝛe. | 
The God of peace Which bꝛought againe 
from the dead, the 202d Jeſns, the great 
ſhepherd of the ſhepe, though the blood 7 
the euerlaſtiag couen ant, make vs perfect in 
all god wozkes,cut off all lets +4 btab2ances © 
both within vs and without vs: ſangifile vs 
th;zoughout, amend all our imperfeitions, + L% 
kep bs blameleſſe vntill the day oł his moſt 
glozions appeaxing, that we mayenter witz 
him into his heauenly kingdome: to whom 
with the Father and holy Spirit, one 1 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in 8 ö 
Unity, be all bleCing and * 


glozp wozld with- . 
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ont end. 


i Deo glotly, 
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